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Of all the annual “supply bills" which
authorize expenditures to nmintain the
great Governmental Departments, that for
the support of the ost-office Department
not only appropriates the largest amount
of money, but also carvies salaries and
compensation to the greatest number of
persons.  More than all, the serviee for
which these graris of money provide di-
rectly reaches and affects substantially ev-
ery man, woméan amd child  within the
bonndaries of the Republic, and all its
jslands dependencies.  Hence the whole
population is, or onght to be, iml_i\‘:f.lunll_\'
mterested in the provisions of this enact-
ment.,

PUBLIC IXTEREST SHOULD BE ALIVE.,

The public mind lhas, as vei, only faint-
Iy grasped the maguitnde of that publie
justrumentality with which all the people
of the ecountry are most intimately con-
nected. Oy ! service has become
the leading of the Govern-
ment.

1t is, therefore, of supreme mpor-
tance that its funetions be jealously guard-
ed and that the pecple intalligently en-
conrage + legitimate progress, entie
its eninble defects, and strentuousiy oppose
its unwarranted extension izto dangerous
fields. The American heiress who cheer-
fully weds a foreign duke with all his dirt
and dis s, usually finds repentance
hmmiliating and divoree expensive,  An ill-
judging public opinion that will hastily
force the adoption of costly experiments
State secinlism, attached to opr postal sys-
tent, will sow the seeds of unuiterable re-
grets aud irreparable damage.

AN AMAZING GROWTH FROM SMALL BEGIN-

NINGE.

The session of Congress which closed
March 4 passed, two days before adjourn-
ment, the bill which appropriates funds
for the postal system for the fisc¢al year
which begins Juiy 1, 1905, The total sum
of these approprations is $153,401,510.75,
s ngainst $158 416,508,970 for the current
Fear.

This is an increase of almost exaetly
S15,000000 in a single year. The pos-
tal appropriation has now passed above
that for pensions in amount, and almoest
equals those for the Army aud Navy co-
bined. 1

The passage of this bill is notable in one
particular—it is, for the time being at
ieast, the closing service in that line of
Hon. E. F. Lond, of Californin, for sev-
eral years pust Chairmuan of the House
Committee on Post-offices and Post Roads,
In that capacity the burden of preparing
these annual supply bills hus fallen oo
him, and the duty Lias been most ably per-
formed, Mr., Loud has given the entire
postal service an intelligent and solicitous
study, and the results have been embodied
fa much genetul legislation of great value,
besides the enlargement of money grants
i@ gome directions and their curtailment in
others as changing circumstances de-
mauded.

Mr. Loud was a Union soldier, having
emlisted at the age of 15 years in a Mas-

setts regiment and served in the
Axay of the Potomae and with Sheridan
in the Shenandoah.

The appropriations for the Post-office
Department, now ag;regating over a hun-
dred and fifty miliions per aunum, show 2

the amazing growth of this service. As
only about $10,000,000 a yenr—un mmount
less than that now allowed for rural free
. delivery earriers. From insignificant be-
giunings ouz present mighty enterprise has |
been: evolved by processes and gradations

which we have not spuee lere to specify. |/

But there are features of this expansion
“on which it is profitable and encouraging
to dwell. It will be readily seen that it
is not merely to be taken as an index of |
tlie Nation’s advapee in population and
wenlth., It is the measure of a marvelous
development of intellectual activity. The
service is a colossal educational institute,
quickening the mind and energizing the
spirit of the entire people. lts expansion,
compared with other elements of progress,
has a startling significance. The popula-
tion of the United States in 1790 was=
4.000,000; in 1900 it was 76,000,000, The
wealth of the people, in real and personal
property, probably ageregated $2,000,000,- |
000 in 1790, and was conservatively esti-|
mated at £80.000,000,000 in 1900, The |
number of post-offices was 70 in 1790 and |
76,691 in 1900. The posiai revenues were
37,0975 in 1790, and $W2354.5790.29 in
1900, Therefore, while the population of
the country increased 19 to 1 in 110 years,
and the wealth of the people 40 to 1, the
pumber of post-offices increased 1,000 to 1
and the revenues of the serviee 2,700 to 1.

XECESEITY FOR ANNUAL LEGISLATION,

It might seem, at first thought, that,
gince the postal system yields earnings al-
+most equal to its expenditures, only the
déficit need be provided for in the annual
sapproprindions,  But the Constitution of
the United States ordains that no money
. can be paid from the public Treasury ex-
ecept after sppropriations duly made by
-Congress, and as all the earnings or
revennes are, in contemplation of law,
techmically paid into the Treasury, they
ecan only be drawn ont in pursnance of an |
appropriation eovering the entire amonnt.
It would also geem, perhaps, that much
of the detnil of these appropristions could
 be _avoided—that the execntive officers
might be trasted to  properly  distribute
“lamp =g,y instead of being held down
_to nmnerous specific subdivisions i
up with many stringent restriet
this is a “Govermment of lnw,” in which
-tiie legislative power is not only supreme,
but shows an inereasing tendency to jenl-
onsly guard its supremaey. And, on the
whaole, this tendency unguestionably helps |
to maintain purity of administration and |
promote officinl integrity.
And, then, to ensure complianee with sll |
limitations. and restrictions imposed, Con-
gress has provided, in the office of the Au-
ditor for the Post-office Department, with
his G0 clerks, an absolutely independent
Bureau, under the Treasury Dlepartment,
which must pass upon all the accounts
and approve the legality of all disburse-
rients.  This Burean was established in
IK3G, after serious postal seandals, and is
the right arm of the law-making power in
asserfing its supremacy.

When a new postal service was estab-
lished in Cuba under the auspices of onr
Government, the same mistake was made
against which warning was raised in this
country G5 years nge. The conwrol of
finances and aecounting was left in the
hands of the Director of Posts.  Instead
of the independent auditor there was a
Chief of the “Burean of Acconnts,” who
wns subordinate to the Director of Posts,
Statements  were made that the new
Cuban  system was organized on  the
United States plan, but in this vital particu-
Inr there was the widest possible depar-
ture from the principle of an independent
audit, which has prevailed here sinee 1530,
The consequences could have been ensily
foreseen.  They were exactly what oe-
curred in connection with our own service
In its earlier days, which, after much tribu-
lation, bronght about the present necount-
Ing methods,

EOME FEATURES OF THE XCW BILL.
It is proper to state here that this bill
by no means provides for all real postal
expenses, The salaries of all officials and
employees of the Post-oflice Department at
Waslington, as well as of the Aunditor's
Burcau, and many of the incidental ex-
nses thereof, are inelnded in the “Legis-
tive, Execentive and Judicial Appropria-
tion Bill.” The cost for light, fuel, re-
pairs, janitors' service, ete.. for the De-
partmental Buildings at Washington, and
for post-offices occupring Government
structures in all large eiiea. is taken care
of in another bill. And there are other
outside provisions.
The bill under review follows the custom
of past years in making five general sub-
divisions of its allowances—one for the
office of Postmaster-Genernl, and one for
each of the fonr Assistants to that officer.

he office of Postmaster-General receives
grants for only three items: for advertis-

ing, £7.000; for miscellanecus, £6,000, and
for printing and binding opinions of the
Assistant Attorney-General, $5.000,

A Senate amendment fixed the zalary
of the Postmaster of Chicago at $8,000 a
year, an inerease of  $2000  over
the mua.imum heretofore allowed by law,
except to the Postmaster of New York,
who aleo receives S8,000,

An entirely new departore is for hire of
a vehicle for the First Assistant Postmas-
ter-General, $600, and permission for both
the First and Third Assistants to expend
not exceeding £200 each for necessary
traveling (earriage hire) within the Dis-
triect of Columbin. The “Legislative™ bill
inereased the salary of the First Assistant
from SL000 to £5,000 per anoum. There
are thus three new provisious for the bene-
fit of this favored omicial

A grant of $7,500 is made for compen-

sation amd expenses of a delegate fnml
the [Tnited States to the coming U. S

Postni Congress at Rome, Italy.
Provision to the extent of $25000 is
made for compensation of special connsel
to nssist the Attorney-General in snits af-
fecting second-class mail privileges,

Hox. E. F. LaUn.

An entirely novel disbursement, and one
which might have served as an embarrass-
ing precedent, was one allowing $9 for
the payment of a money order, which for
some reason has been deelared invalid un-
der the ruling of the Comptroller. This
wne n Senate amendment, which was re-
jected by the House conferees.

It is a faet almost startling 4o contem-
plate that the largest disbursement of the
postal system does not figure anywhere in
these approprintions. 1 allude to the pay-
went of foreign and domestic money or-
ders.  Contrary to all other theories and
practices of the Government, these pay-
ments, aggregating about $400,000,000 o
vear, are held to be outside the law and
the Constitution. If yon buy 50 cents
worth of stamps at a post-office, the money
technically goes into the National Treas-
ury, and can only be drawn out under
some section of this bill. But if you buy
a $50) money order, it is lield that the De-
partment merely usndertakes to transport
yonr money and pay it, on your order, at
another office.

POSTMASTERS' SALARIES,

Tle appropriations for the “Offea of
the First Assistant Postmaster-Giueral”
cover compensstion for a vast numezrical
majority of the salaried officers and em-
ployees of this entive systent, In addition
to the post-office clerks and leter carriers

tof all classes, there are the {6,000 Post-

masters provided for. The total “com-
encation to Postmasters” is fixed st $21,-
77,000, As this compensation is estab-
lished by law, based on the postal busi-
ness, which is constantly increasing, there
is an nnnual deficit in this item, some-
times, renching over a million dollars.

A zealous student of Departmental
methods, who is also an enthiusiastie friend
of postal employecs, says: “Had 1 the
shaping of postal legiglation for the com-
ing fiseal year, I would first closely esti-
mate the ecash resources of the Depart-
ment, then add £10.000,000 for the work
done free for otlier Departments, and $15,-
000,000 for the eduneational influence of the
service—and cheap enough at that, I am
sure. [ would then largely absorb the
acerning surplug in elevating the eompen-
sation of Postmasters, clerks and carriers
to the standard which such wonderfully
acevrate and lnborious service wonld com-
mead from any private employer, No
clags should be overpaid—little danger of
that. But all should be fairly compen-
sated. And then, for the first time, the
sensitive American eitizen who is posted
as to the facts conld open his letter with
sompetling less of n sneaking conseions-
ness that the dozen or score of fleet-
thoughted and swift-fingered men through
whose hands it had passed in rapid, uner-
ring flight to the portals of his home, have

| each been robled of a portion of their just

dues in the frantie effort to make a sin-
gle Department of his grand, free Govern-
ment ‘self-supporting.’ ™

More than 20000 Postmasters receive
annunl compensations of lesg than £50
ench—another 20,000 each reevive between
£50 ond $100. It might be inferred that
the settlement of these official aceonnts
would be easy. But the faet is that they
eanse more tronble in the Aunditor’s Office

| than those of the larger oflices,

I'OST-OFFICE CLERKS.
The aggregate appropriations for elerk
hire in post-offices for the year is $19,813,-
B0, an increase of $2,074.000. This in-

| erense will permit an additional foree at

many offices where badly needed, and will
also permit the Department to grant well-
earned promotions to thousands of these
overworked employees, The process of
classification and adjustment which Gen-
eriil Superintendent Beavers, in charge of
this branch has been skillfully earrying on
for four years, will thus be measurably
completed.  And there was need. When
Le took Lold of the matter elinos reigned,
No two offices were alike: seldom did two
clerks working side by side, equally efli-
cient, receive the same pay. Each ecity
office had grown up from a villnge oflice
on a gystem, or kick of system, all its own:
throwing dut roots and branches as fancy
dictated: desiguating departments and the
heads thereof, and involving the whale or-
anization in such a maze of contradictory
funetions as brought distraction to the
superheated mental equipment of any De-
partment official who sought to compnss n
comprehension of it.  He who has redueed
this chaos to something like hnrmony and
ordained justice to the hidden army of dili-
gent employees is indeed a public bene-
fuctor,

FREE DELIVERY IX THE CITIES.

The leading item under this fisad reads
ns follows: “For pay of letter carriers in
offices already established, and for sub-
stitute letter earriers, and for temposary
earriers at Summer resorts, holiday, elee-
tion, and emergency serviee, £19.025 800."”

This is an inecrease of $1,508,350, anl
will enable the Department to keep up
with the demands for additional help. The
present is the 40th year of its operations,
and the city delivery service presents a
record of remarkable expansion and
growth during that period. Tt-is the one
braneh of the Department with which the
public i& familiar in its smallest details,
and has been aptly deseribed as “the fin-
gerg of the Department.” With the ever-
growing apprecintion of the value of time
and the universal endeavor to accomplish
within a few daye, or even hours, results
which a short generation ago required
wecks and months, the importance of the
carrier service has grown enormously, and
it is to be noted that the publ ial-
Iy the business world—becomes more ex-
acting each year jn demanding deliveries
and collections of the mails and the exten-
sion of the service to new territory.

Not all of postal employ-

ment are ordained by the Civil Service
Commisgsion, Letter carriers are the pets
of the public and the aristocracy of t%c
mail service. Their uniforms identify
them proudly with the dignity and
grandeur of our National Government.
They nlone come in dircet eontact with
the mass of the people, who, forgetting all
the clerks and route agents who handle the
letters en route, give the carriers most of
the eredit for the marvelous speed and ac-
curncy attnined.

Notwithstanding the large annual in-
crense in the cost of improving and ex-
tending the system, the volume of inerease
in the daily mails is so constant that the
percentage of cost, ns relating to gross re-
ceipts, shows no increase for the past sev-
ernl years. The growth of our urban pop-
ulation has been so marked that although
the cost of the emplovment of over 1,000
additional earriers was added during the
past fiseal vear, yet the ecost of free de-
livery per capita for serving the S50
(M) city patrons remains approximately 50
cents—an insignificant sum when weighed
against the convenience and time-saving
features of the service.

VILLAGE FREE DELIVERY.

A vigorous effort to attach a measure of
substantinl justice to this appropriation
bill on its passage throngh the Senate was
riled ont on o peint of order, as “new lez-
islation.” This proposition wias embodied
in the following amemlment, being, in fact,
a bill previously introduced by Senator
Nelson, of Minnesotn, amd favorably re-
ported by the Post-office Conunittee:

“That letter carriers shall be employed
for the free delivery of mail matter, as
frequently as the public business may re-
quire at every incorpornted city, villnge,
or borongh conizining a population of 10,-
000 within its corpornte limits, and may
be =0 (‘l'll]ill\_\‘l't[ at every place containing-
ing a population of not less than 5,000
within its corporate limits, according to
the Iast genernl censns, taken by authority
of State or United States law, or at any
post-office which produced 2 gross revenoe
for the preceding fiseal year of not less
than £5,000; Providd, That thiz aet shall
not affect the existence of the free delivery
in places where it is now established. And
provided further, That in offices where the
free delivery shkall be established under
the provisions of this act such free deliv-
ery shall not be abolished by reason of de-
erease helow 5,000 in population or =0,006)
in gross postal revenue, except in the dis-
cretion of the Postmaster-General.™

We lhave now the steange anamoly of
free delivery to furmers, while people in
towns and villages having less than 10,000
population have no such facilities, “The
Nelson bill is =0 manifestly just that both
Houses of Congress ought to pass it
unanimonsly.  Bat coming up, as it did,
in the form of an amendment to this ap-
propriatien bill, a single objection sufficed
to exclade it.

RURAL FREE DELIVERY.

The aggregate sum allotted for the rural
free delivery system, a robust infant of
five years, is 12,621,700, OfF this $12.-
000,000 goes to the letter carricrs on rural
routes, and as they receive $G00 each per
apnum, 20000 will be employed, if they
can be placed by the officials during the
intervening period. R

One new section provides for eight “Di-
vision Superintendents” of the service at
$2.400 per annum, instead of seven
“Special Agents in Charge of Divisions,”
a8 now classified—an increase in number
as well as in dignity.

fpecial authority was given in a Senate
amendment for payment of tolls on turn-
pikes used by ruml emrriers—a thing the
Department has hitherto been very averse
to doing. DBut this clause was rejected
by the conferees. !

Salaries are provided for 70 Special
Agents at from $1.300 to $1.600 each, for
ti5 Route Inspectors at §1,200 and fonr at
$900 cach, who are all employed in estab-
lishing and inspecting new lines. The
Specinl Agents are allowed $4 and the
Ttonte Inspectors £3 a day for traveling
expenses, while actuaily thus engaged.

An appropriation of $200,000 is made for
incidental expenses, “including letter
hoxes, furniture, sachels, striaps, badges,
ete”

In dollars and its it is not probable
that raral delivery is as yet paying ex-
penges, but it seems certain that it will
ultimately do so, AL present it js costing
the Deparment more than it brings in, for
the reason that while many post-offices
are being abolishied amd the salaries of the
Postmasters ent off, the husiness i8 trans-
forred to other offices, where the compen-
sation of the Postmasters is inereased nnd
the saving from the abolition of star ronte
service is not snfficient to pay the free de-
livery earriers. But the bLusiness is in-
creasing enormonsly on all the free deliv-
ery roates, the inerease being seldom jess
than 40 per cent. the first year, and ran-
ping as high as 400 per cent. on some
rouries which have bheen in operation fonr
venrs., After the serviee : been estab-
lished and has been in operation over large
areas for several years its friends believe
that the increase in business will more
than tlan pay for the cost.

Sipee Jan. 1, 1900, the eost of star
routes to the amount of S400.527.35 lLas
been saved, It is conservatively estimated
that sinece the installntion of the first rural
route, in 180G, star route serviee lins been
discontinued egual to abont one-seventh of
the entire appropriation for that serviee,
ar $630,000. Wlherever the County servive
is established star and special-messenger
service are practically wiped ont  alto-
gether, During the same period 2,140
fourthi-elnss post-offices, whose Postmas-
ters”  annual  compensation aggregated
£142,0661.46, were discontinned. In conn-
ties where rocal delivery is established ns
a complete system only pest-offices on rail-
roads remain. It is the policy of the De-
partment to prevent, as far as possibie,
a duplieation of service. Consequently ev-
ery fourth-class post-office which is ypat
neeessary to supply patrons beyvond  the
limits of roral free delivery is recommenil-
ol to be abolished.

AUTOMORBILES AND TELEPHONES.

The word “automobile™ for the first time
appears o this approprintion Lill. 1t is
a Senate interpokation into the scetion pro-
viding *for horse hire (or nutomobile) al-
lowanee £750,000" in the eity free deliv-
ery service.

The automobile has already appeared
as an auxiliary to rural free delivery., A
Maryland earrier has purchased a $600
automobile to be nsed in making the daily
delivery of mail. His salary is $G00 o yenr,
In eight months he wore out a £200 horse
in the work and spent much for repnirs
and horse feed, The antomobile enables
him to finish the trip in two hours and a
half, leaving him the afternoon to work at
his trade. Previously, the entire day was
consumed in making the trip. The Post-
master-General specially authorized the
use of the machine. Later there will be
an expert inspection of the route covered
by the auntomobile and recommendations
made, if the findings favor the good of the
service for the adoption of automobiles
generally where practicable,

While this bill was under consideration
in the Senate, Senator Fairbunks, of In-
diana, brought in the subject of the use
of telephones in connection with the spe-
cial delivery of letters. e offered no
amendment to the bill, but subsequently
secured the adoption of this resolution:
“Be it resolved by the Senate, That the
Postmaster-General is hereby directed to
inform the Senate to what extent and in
what manner the telephone is used in the
collection and delivery of specinl-delivery
mail matter, and whether in his opinion
special rural telephone delivery of mail
matter is desirable and feasible,™

Senator Fairbanks nddressed the Senate
briefly on the subject, explaining some
points and perhaps laying a foundation for
future action in the premises. The Sen-
ator evidently has some progressive up-to-
date views on the subject, and has made
quite n_study of it. He did not express
these views in detail, but the adoption of
his ‘resolution will stimulate official- In-
quiry. He believes that the telephone
should be made use of by the Governmaut
carrying communications for the farmer,
thus giving him the substantinl advantages
enjoyed by pgegle in the cities. It has
been noticed that telephones follow the
rural free delivery service with remarkable
promptness—more than 70,000 telephones
having been placed in farming districts
along routes traveled by the rural carriers,
within four years past. It is not proposed
that the Government shall build new tele-
p lines or operate the same in any

Jsense, but thatkPostmasters shall utilize
existing lines fardhe purpose of delivering
the contents ofl specinl-delivery letters
promptly. ‘It isgproposed that the Depart-
ment issue a spprial “telephone stamp.”
similar to the  present special-delivery
stamp, and by puking said stamp on a let-
ter or mesénge mm inclosing this letter in
an envelope addfessed to the Postmaster
at the railroadnismtion from which the
rural carrier starts, the Postmaster would
open the letter amd, following instructions,
telephone the igeldsed mes=age to the ad-
dressee, The artmont conld also, it
is urged, armngesfor the farmer’s reply by
issuing a_ specialepostal card with stamp
of such denomimstion ns would not only
cover the ordingrg charge for mailing, but
also the cost of:the telephone service amd
a small fee fordhe Postmaster.

TOST-OFFICE INSFECTORS,

For the “Inspection” service—the eyes
and ears of the postal system—inerensing-
Iy libernl provision is made, but none too
liberal for the growing demands upon it.
Aside from “per diem” for expenses,
clerks at division headguarters, rewirds,
cte., the following are the items: “For
salaries of 15 Inspectors in charge of Di-
visions, at $2,500 each; six Inspectors, at
£2.400 each; 15 Inspectors, at 52,250 ench;
15 Inspectors, at $2,0000 each: T0 Inspec-
tors, at £1,6G00 each: 60 Inspectors, at
$1.200 eacl; in all, $347,050."

TRANEPORTATION OF THE MAILS,

The enormouns expenditures for frans-
porting the mails come within the jurisdic-
tion of the Second Assistant Postmaster-
General, The following are the more im-
portant items:

IFor transportation
242,000,

For rental of railway post-oflice cars,
85,411,000,

by railroad, $58.-

For transportation by star roules,
$6.960,000,
For transportation by steamboat rontes,

SGOE,000,

For mail messenger service, £1,160.000

For wagon service (in cities), SOU0000,

For pneamatie tubie service, SSUO0,

For transportation by electric and cable
cars, $H10,000,

The utilization of madern applinnces
shown by this distribution goes directly
to the expedition of the mails, and will be
universally applanded.

Two other appropriations, however, un-
der this head are always widely eriticized,
bt annnally reappear, These nra for spe-
cinl facilities between Washington agnd
New Orleans, $142.728.25, aud for a simi-
lar purpose from Kansas City to Newton
Kan., $25000, It is claimed by the
crities that no special facilities are given
on these lines, hut legislative wisdom
grants this speeial snbsidy. and Depart-
ment officials faithfully liguidate,

Por transportation of foreign mails the
bill earries $2.5606,000,

THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE.

For Genernl Superintendent, Assistaut,-
11 Division Superintendents, Chief Clerks
and railway mail clerks of all elusses, a
total allowance of $11934.301 is made.
The salaries of the (enernl Superintend-
ent at Washington and his Assistunts are
each increased $HN0,

The following merciful provision for
the heroic vietims of this exacting =ervice,
inaugurated last year, is very properly
continued for the future: “For acting
clerks, in placeiof clerks injured while on
duty, and te emable the Postmaster-Gen-
eral to pay thewamm of $1,000 to the legnl
representatives .of any railway  postal
clerk who shall be Killed while on duty,
or who, being imjwred while on duty, shall
die within one wear therenfter us the re-
sult of such injoey, ST5H000.

ODDS ANB ENDS OF EXPENSE,

Two hnndrediamd fifty thoosamd doliars
is allowed for purchase and rental of ean-
celing machines, with new drastic  re-
strictions on the “rental” feature,

For stationeny, twine, wrapping paper,
seitles, postummrking  stamps, rabiber
stiups, packing-bexes and
for the “SuppiyiiNvision,” a total sum of
SUSL000 js approprinted.

An aggrigiteof 15000 is allotted for
blaunks, books snbber and metal stumps,
copying pressesp efe, =for the money order
Lnsiness,

fwelve thousand dollars is granted for
limited indemnity for the loss of pieces of
first-class registered muatter, the Hmit of
allowance being inereased to S100—a very
important concessjon.

The following are items to cover ex-
pense of manufaclure of stamps,  ete:
“For manufacture of adhesive stamps,
S576,000; stamped envelopes and  news-
paper wrappers, $305,000; postal cards,
S189,000)."

For blanks, books, ete., relating
registry system, $20,000 is allowed.

NEW GENFRAL LEGISLATION,

It is contrary to the spirit of the rules
of both Houses of Congress that new
legislation of a general nature shall be
engriafted on approprintion bills. In spite
of these rules, owing to pressing necessiiy
in some cases, ganil to the arbitrary dictum
of majorities in other cases, new laws of
importance are embodied in  most  of
these measures, as finally enncted—some
af our most wholesome and timely inno-
vations have been Lrovght about by this
weans, The postal appropriation bill just
passed is no exception,

“Specinl delivery” messengers are de-
clared to be “earriers or persons infrusted
with the mnil” within the meaning of
penal statutes for the protection of such
persans.

The following valuable new provision
appears: “Whoeever by violence enters a
ritilway post-oflice ear or any apartment
in any railway car assigned (o the nse of
the Railway Mail Service, or who witfully
or maliciously assaults a railway postal
clerk in the discharge of his duties in con-
nection with such ear or apartment, and
whoever wilfully aids or assisis thersin
shall, for every such offense, he punished
by a fine of not more than SLOM or by
imprisonment for not wore than three
yenrs,”

The Postmaster-General may, hereafter,

designate auy officer above the grade of
fourth-vluss elerk to sien certain |il‘|lf[.--

amd warrants in his stead.

A timely modification of existing law
ig thus set forth: *That third and fourth
5 wail matter shall not be remuiled to
sender until the proper postage has heen
fully prepaid on the same; provided, that
in all cases when undelivered mail mat-
ter of the third and fourth class is of
obvions value, the sender, if known, shall
be given the opportunity of prepaying the
return postage or accepting delivery to
himself, or upon his order, at the office
where it is held, upon the payment of one
cent postage: for each card notice given
him, under such Mvegulations as the Post-
master-Generalmmay prescribe.”

Whoever willitlly injures or destroys
any rural letterstiox or receptacle, or shall
wilfully “injure, deface or destroy an
mail matter depexited therein, or shall
wilfully aid or mssist in any of the afore-
mentioned offenses, shall, for every suoch
offense, he punished by n fine of not more
than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not
more than threesyears."

“DEFICIERCIES" IN REVENUES.

In the bill undér consideration the usual
section is inserted stipulating that, if the
revenues of thé Depurtment shall be in-
sufficient to meet<the appropriantions made
therein, “a sumiequal to such deficiency is
herehy appropringed out of any nioney in
the Treasury mob otherwise appropriated
to supply saidf deficiencies,” There is
little justice or propricty in the demand
that our postal system, on its present il-
logieal, ineguitable basis of free service to
other branches, should be self-supporting,
Why should this Department alone be ex-
pected to earn money in cash by the over-
work and underpay of its employees, to
muake both ends meet, and at the same
time do an enormous amount of labor for
all other Departments absolutely gratis?
It is ndmitted that a man ecan live on a
dollar a week who does not try to live too
long. Buppose it were gravely suggested
that the officers and soldiers of the Regu-
lar Army should go into the grain fields,
and not only raise enough produce to feed
themselves, bit enough to provision the
navy in addition. It is trme that the
army has a protective function which is
supposed to justify its expensive exist-
ence—but it is equally true that the mail

other articles |

to the |

| sueh

principal, if not its sole excuse for main-
tenance an a Governmental Department.
The Nation ncknowledges no obligation to
become a common earrier for the people,
but it is under obligations to educate
them. Henece the mail service, an instru-
ment by means of which the people edu-
cate themselves and each other. On a
logical, equitable basis of restriction to
legitimate duties, and reimbursement for
gratuitous service performed, it would not
only be self-sustaining, but would yield =
lnrge net revenue every year. Once placed
on that basis, many needed improvements
shoul] be made before any attempt to re-
duce rates of postage or engraft ex-
pensive paternalistie exerescences,

TRAlNl;I): NURSES.

The Noblest of Cailings for the
Right Kind of Women.

IBY WILL H. MASON, NATIONAL MILITARY
HOUME, MILWAUKEE, WIS,

It i« my =olemn econviction that were
I 0 young man of robnst health, and had
no inelination for matrimony, I wonld
choose for a profession that of a trained
nurse and labor te win respect for my
uniform. The migsion to care Mr the sick
and muke them happy i certainly a noble
one, nnd by no one is this problem of
happiness so well worked out to a joy-
ful ronclusion ns by the well-trained los-
pital nurse.  She knows that a cheerful

er
paves the way for somebody in  this
muecl-=abnged world of ours to bhe glad
that she is alive. There amd then she
feels in the depths of her heart that she
is wanted in the partienlar sphere in
whicle it i= her ambition to exeel,

The writer of this article has had an
extensive experience with women purses,
and not infrequently lias it been his mis-
fortune to come in contact with a very
few indifferent ones—so-called “‘nurses,”
who never intended to beeome hospital
nnrses ad who eonsequently were out of
harmony with suech environment, and out
of sympathy with the sick and aflicted

in Howes. Suach porses lacked the am-
bition, tact and adaptation which eon-
stitnte (he es<entinl characteristics of the
successilly-trained nurse. To  become
successful in her calling a nurse muost
know how to keep her temper and be
aminble; must be something more than

a mere machine giving a drink or deoing
A serviee only when spurred to do so—
mueh like the wooden Indians woumd up
in stores,

The character and disposition of the
triue nurse is sach ns to inspire confi-
denee in others, and hee npright, faith-
fal dizselarge of duty makes her indis-
pensable to the patients assigned to her.
Sueh devotion to her profession
lishes an equilibrinm between murse and
patient, and produces that feeling of sat-
isfaction, rest and harmony caleulated to
dispel the gloom consequent npon physiceal
wenknpess, A shining coutrast is she to
the dark, slack, indifferent nurse who
Pt no more energy - her business
than she is paid for. lhat does she
know or eare for the many, many sooth-
ing touclies for which the helpless, and
aften upeonscions, sufferer can never pay?
Nothing! Thank Heaven, ich goon tire
of the ecalling and retire from the field
of “morose and unreasoning men,” it be-
ing a self-evident fuet to them that sick
men are not only nureasoning, but peey-
i=shh and obnoxiouns men, and not a few
of them noted for “tricks that are vain,
and ways that are dark.™

I never look upon a really good, com-
petent nurse of either sex, but it crestes in
my miml a feeling of respeet and admirn-
tion. Soch remind me of the busy bee
extraecting honey from every Hower, and
seeming to kaoow Nature's sseret alehemy
of trapsmuting gloom into sunshine,  All
doors are open to such nurses, God bless
them! In the sick-room ‘they are better
than the physician, and oftentimes more
soothing than drugs, for Heaven seems
to hnve engzraved upon the faces of the
wen and women who have ‘conseerated
their lives to mitignte distress and cheer
lelpless hnmanity o subdued sort of holi-
thnt mdlds to their eountenance a
vestful beauty not of this world,

Mnny wyears ango it was my privilege
to see one of our charming women nurses
stawling at the bedside of a dying pa-
tient whom she had nunrsed throngh long
tand weary months of pain. The supreme
hour had eome in which human effort
could do no more to retain the fluttering
breath in the frail body, and she was
compelled to stand aside while the toneh
of angel fingers pressed those eyelids
down—forever, Tlhere ghe stood, motion-
less, ealmly regarding the face of the
quiet sleeper; beautiful in her silent sym-
puthy—a sympathy pever born of a mere
profession. It was the essentinl quality
of Ler being and extended to all in look
and tone, and more than one life did that
sympathy invest with the wery atmos-
phere of Heaven. Standing thus  she
seemed to those beside her like one of
those angals of light great painters love to
portray at the bedside of the dyiog, wait-
ing to bear awny to God the sonl re-
leased from earth. O, woman's nohility
aof charneter! It consists in the exercise
aof Christian sympathy, and produces mor-
al beauty everywhere, We need such
waotnen to beeome nurses, for only to souls
fronght with feeling enn the poor maimed
halt, blind, erippled and stricken old sol-
diers lift their eyes, confident of kindly
words and eare.  And oh, how happy will
women be in the dawning of that
morning in which they never walk alone,
[to know that there are sonls heside them
the lappier for their little deeds of kind-
ness—ithe cheering words that made this
worll the brighter for tlieir passing
throngh it.

It is n significant fact that, attired in
Ler nniform, the trained nurse ecan go
alone at midnight to the vilest slums in
the city, or to the palaces of the 4080, and
the worst thug whoese life is spent cireu-
Iating in darkness will stand aside to let
her pass; and, in many instances, have
they been kpown to follow lest evil be-
tide her. Beeause of her profession she
is to him one thing saecred.

The training school for nurses of Trin-
ity College, Milwaukee, has for many
years supplied the Hospital Department
of the National Home with some excel-
lent nurses; women ever ready to hasten
to allevinte pain or socthie sorrow. In-
deed, it is econceded by all they form a
body of as progressive and competent
nurses as can be found anywhere. They
give their lnbor and their talent withont
thought of compensation, cheerfully per-
forming every little service—satistied if
the patient but be content.

The new Dormitory, now completed and
occupied, has brought these self-sacrifie-
ing women so eloge to the Home that they
are always at hand in cnse of emergency,
and they have no longer to travel through
snow and sleet, a broiling sun or pouring
ritin, to answer a eall to the Home,

In the Dormitory, as in the Home, per-
feet discipline is maintained. The nurses
in the Dormitory are under the direct su-
pervision of Miss M. L. Casey, Superin-
tendent of the Training School of Trinity
Hospital. It is needless to say Miss Casey
is a strong woman; eleae in intellectunl
perception; trained and balanced in judg-
ment and avick to discriminate between
nobility and cheapness of action; in short,
just the woman to govern women whose
destiny it is to hold the future of the sick.

lie=s

NHot One, But Many.
(Tit-Bits.)

Mrs. Stubbs: “They have eaptured the
cleverest hotel robber in the country, my
dear.”

Mr, Stobbs: “Indeed! Which hotel did

o

he keep?

A Mean Fellow.
(Atlanta Constitution.)

A Georgia exchange has discovered the
meanest man in the United States. It is
said that he pumped water on his head,
let his hair freese, and then broke it off,

service has an educational function. That
is from a sound ethical standpoint its

rather than pay a barber for cutting it. .

countenanee in the sick-room ilxllm-f]intr‘l_l'|
ites  cheerfmluess in her pationts and |

estal- | ser

' ‘The Sacred Bridge at Nikko,
(Railroad Gazette.)

After the Campanile of Venice, the
Sacred Bridge of Nikko! A typhoon that
oceurred in the Iatter part of last year in
Japan ecaused much damage to property,
but no damage that, in the eyes of a true
Japanese, ean be compared to the ldss of
this ancient relic. It was known as the
Red Bridge, or Mi-hashi, being made of
wood coated all over with red laequer, and
was formerly so sacred that it was closed
to ail persong except the Shogun, save
twire a year when it was opened to pil-
grims. It was built at the spot where the
Buddhist saint, Shodo Shonin, a hermit
who lived at Kikko in the eighth eentury,
erossed the Daiya-gawa on a bridge con-
cisting of two green and blue snakes
thrown there by the divinity who - once
he!ped the Chinese pilgrim Hsuan Chuang
acrevs the River of Flowing Sand.

It was supported—the Mi-Lashi that is;
not Bt. Shonin's snake-bridge—on stone
piers of great solidity fixed into the rocks
between whiich the stream flows, and its

€ _D. PENNEBAKER. Joas
and
1331 F STREET, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Spectal attention to adjustment of accounts of civil
war Volunteer OfMicem,

We think very mew officers wern properly pald,
Whiows (even if remarried), or other heirs, are enth
tled, Write for detaiin

We are especially anxlons to commnnieate with offf-
cersor Lielr helrs) oo 1) were not pald for recraiting
services, or for services rendered prior (o muster ing
(2} who were dented bounty by reasin of promotion;
(3 who were dismbeed from the service; (1) who were
dented trave! pay by reason of resignation for personal
rensons OF convenlence; (5) who were nod mumtersid
nnd pahl beenuse command wis below minkmom nnme.

ber, and (6) who lost Ul S pay by reason of State pay-
ment.

PENSIONS

Mr. Hunter is a lLustler; had 117 casea

color formed an beantiful and striking con-
trast to the deep green backzroumd of
cryptomeria. It was St fect long amd 18
feet wide: was built in 1S and Inst re-
palred in I1S92. At each emd were gates
that were always kept closed, and a Rus-
sian Prines who visited Nikko some time
nzo woundsl the feelings of the people
very much by rndely insisting on travers-
ing it. Like the Campanile at Venice, it

showed signs of decay some time ago—
20 at fenst folk say now that it is gone
At all events its end was glorious, for it
was swept away by the most disastrous
b 11

storm that visited Japan for the last
yours, In fact, the waters of the Da
gnwa are snid to have risen higher than
they have risen for the last 300 years, aml
<00 persons perislied in the copper mine
at Ashio, near Nikko, and more than 200
honses, ineloding  several temples and
hotels as well as a town hall, were swept
away in Nikko ilself.

MUSTERED OUT.

EONWELL.—AL Iahway, N, J.. Feb, 7, James [
Ro o, B, 5 NUJ, mnd

154, Comrade Bodwell wis oo membe

27, nted nlso of the Masonle Onder and the Fik

hail served as Tyler in Lafayetie Lodge, F. il AL ML,
more than SSyenrs. Tle was thres thmes married,
v s ooson and danghier by the first wife s

BICE.—At Wellsville, Kan,, March , Commede I}, F.
Hiew, nged 63 yvearr. Comrade Blee enlisted Ang. 1,
1562, In Co, B, 18k T, as Sermen uted to
Aeutennod, Co, 1y discharged A
nndier of Lookout Post, 95,
DEAN. AT Earcka Sprimgs, Ark.,
A H, Disan,aged 60, Comealde Dean
tery (84 NO Y, Art., and was mustersd ont as Second

—At Shirland, TIL.. Jan. 4, Samuel Elfiote,
Fant, 4th

Se Wis, Battery. He sirvisd theee yvesrs
He ! W pension of §24 per month, Two daughters
sy

HOFL
Sth Ohdn,
KING.—AL New Carlisle, 0, Spencer King, Co, ()
11ith Ohlo, apesl 74 He enlbeed Aug. 21, 1562: taken
prisoner nt l\\'inrlwﬁ‘.m, Va, June 15 1863; mustered

At Larain, 0., Feb, 14, Miltan Holt, Co. A,

iheer of Frazler
vidow,
. 21, Alfred Dale
wen was an officer io an In-
dinng regiment, and secvied with distinetion. He hasd
=erved as Mayor of Mount Vernon, and In 1560 was a
candilate for Congress on the Democratle tleket,

PALMER.—At Bandon, Ore., Feb, 17, Levi H. Palm-
er, He enlisted Aug. 20, 1802, in 8 Wisconsin reglment;
was disclisrged on aceont of dissbilities, Dec, 14, 1563,
A o and daughter survive.

TRAVIS At Merrillun, Wis,, Feb., 18, James Travis,
Ui, F, Zah Wis, nged 6. He wos a charter member of

Col Ellsworth Pt sl Seeretary of the Black Hiver
Vetermn Association since its organization, 16 years ago,
s P

N —AL Aledo, 1L, Feb. 19, Godfrey H.
Unangst, Co, E, 1020 TiL, aged 64 Comrade Unangst
wervdd Lhree veurs with the regiment, and was then
transferred to the Engineer Battalion. He ans a mem-
ber of Warren Shedd Post, 262, and the Masoule Order.

-

STEEL ROOFING

_ FREIGHT CHARGES PAID BY US

Strfctly new, perfeet, Seml- Handened
Bteci & 2Heet wide, 8 feet long. The
beat Hooflog, Fidics or Uriling you can wer.
Noexperience nocessary to lay it. An
ordiniry hanuper or hatehes the only
tools you need.  We furnish nails free
and paint roofiny ¢wo sides, Comen
elther flat, mrrutl.snl or *V" erlmped.
Delivered free of alf <karges to all points
Inthe U. 5., east o® che Missloslppl River
and North of ti2 Obio River

AT $2.25 PER SQUARE

Frieen to other poisis en spplicailon. A sguare means 100
square fevt. rite for free Catalogoe Mo, 380,

CHICAGO BOUSE WRECKING CO., W. 35th and Irzn §is., Ciczge

FIVE LESSONS
In Auctioneering.

NLY book of the Kimd in
nt. Highly recommend-
e by hundreds of leading ane-
thoneers, Encl 2-cent stamp.
T. & F .
Live Stock Auctloneer,
Pres .\ll‘mn-nﬂu Auctloneers'

m,
FarnumoxT,

Wanted, Land Warraats.

Tsstied to soldiers of the War of the Revolution.

Tshoed to solidlers of the War of 1512

Issuid to soldiers of the War with Mexico.

Isstied to =obliers of any war. Wil also purchase
Sprveyordicacral’s Certlilentes, Agricultural College
Scrip, Soldier'a Additional Homestend Hights, Forest
Reserve Land, or any valld Land Warrants or Land
serip. Wil pay spot cash on dell very of papers.

L Jazabsoa Bidg., ver, Caln

s RELIABLE
ERCODRRE® =

Mo

« | splenous. places: also distributing <mal

allowed in oue day. He is at the Depart-
ment each day, looking up neglected and
rejected eases.  He nses zll the testimony

on file, and will look up yours. Fee duas
|“'I:cu sou get your money. Thousands
of pensions ean be increased. Now write

him.
JOSEPH H. HUNTER,
Pension and Patent Attornay
Washington, D. C.

Wanted, Land Warrants.

Tzsund to solidiers of the War of the Revolution,

Issued 1o soldier of the War of 1512

Issued to soldlers of the War with Mexion,

Isued to soldiess of any war. Wil also purchase
Surveyordienemi’s Certifieates, Agricliuenl Collegs
serip, Soldler’s Adbdizionnl Homestend Rights, Fores
Peserve Lamnd, or any valld Jand Warmants or Land
Scrip.  WUHI pay spot cash on delivery of papem

F. W. FOUT, Jr., 2; Qo8¢ 193:

WANTED.

RELIAHLE MEN (0 every locullly throughous
the Unite ] Sintes to iotrodinee our goods, tacking up
show canls on trees, fences, along neuds, and all con-
\ ndvertising
Commission or slary S6000 per mont

matter.

ployment 1o honest, reliable men. No experience
EMPIRE MEDICINE CO., Londoa, Ontario, Canads.
The addresses af all Pal-
WANTED ;o
Homestend
fore June 23, ITL
Finn! Proosf mot
urcbnu
HOMESTEADS ==+
Comrade W. E. MONES, Box 1313, Denver,
allowance, no fee. Send rough
sketch and description for fres
fidential.
MILO B. STEVENS & CO.. Fstah. 1864
Chieago, Clevelsnd
Branch offices { and Detroit.

If they can be had, we can get them. Our
pension” allowances in one week im the
380, Thisfirm is one of the oldest estab-
lished and most successful, and has the
before the Executive Departments.

g5~ Officers’ acconnis, and mili-
carefnl attention. We have secured fvor-
able ssttlement of as high as 105 of these
pa~ Consultation free. Fee 81
g~ dependent on success. “Si

599 Lith %t N. W., Waahington, D). C.

Founded 1584 by Milo D. Stevens, lith Okl
. B{nnohu at Chicago, Cleveland and De-
rol

“The firm is wurthy ol confidence qu'ﬂn

peedinl,  Write fur full partiealiars
eral Foidiers, theie whlows
on s
SOLDIERS’ &%=
required. Wil
Address
Cole. Mention Natlonal Tribune
Patents procured. No
opinion. Communications con-
899 14th St. N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C.
present year have reached as high ns
Iargest elicniage of any practicing
tary and naval pay claims generally, receive
claims in one week.
MILO B. STEVENS & CO., Atlys.,
Battery.
Tue NATIONAL TRinUsEe, April 1. 1807:
ground both of competency nnd honesty.

AND
For terms address Levi Dillon,

E" ULL BLOODD NORMAN STALLIONS
Mares for sale,

PastoMce Box 312, Normal, MeLesan Co., 11
Stalllon Service Book, with names and addresses

of breeders, dales of sarvics, names and colog of mares,

mares in foal, color and sex of colte, service 5

Em:;n&s prid.” All for 50 cents, Address as abave,
K

110
Ysrds Flae Poaliry.
Send us your iddress
snd we will showyon
aDaySure=:in=
sisolutely szre; we
furnlsh the werk and feach you free, you work hu

the losallty where yoz live. Send us your address and wo will
i s acloar profil

:gahri"mt 4 h:!u"-mm.; sure. ity
ng & Y’y wo y Wrile ad
BOTAL BANCYACTURING COn | Bac@52, Detraity Sidk

FIT YOUR OWN EYES!

With glusses at home by our Improved
method.  Send for Free Ouiit. To intro-
duce our goods, we will sell Fine Gold Filled frames,
r‘ur;u;_-ﬂ.l:ﬂmiﬁlmlrﬂ:h our celebmte ! Crystal
enses, for = tiwfartion or mon.y back.
M. A. LEESE, Mfg. Optician, 613 9th St.,Washingten, D. C.

WONDERFUL BARGAINS.

They all wonder how we dolt. Cao-
lumbus Buaggles ol Onk
ELenther Harness sold direct nt sur-
prisingly low prices. Catnlogie sent
free. The Ohlo Vehiele & Har
nesa Co.., Oflice and Factory s6l-67
Mt Vemon Ave., Columbuos, Ullo,
3 1

ls 0r a you have for anything
want, Gelourglznotic

paper that prints thousands of exchaoge nds, 6 mio, 1e,
*“THIS FOR THAT,” 225 Star Bidg., Chicage.

A DAY THE YEAR ROURD.. .5k

for full pmrticulars and be one of the agrecably sur-
prissd, Address JACOB REEDER., Fresno, Cul

I Can Sell Your Real Estats

matter where It ls. descriptios, state e
learn how, FEst. "g8. Highestreferences. Offices In 1 cities,
W. M. Ostrander, 52§ N. A, Bldg., Philadclphia

421

99 Trade anything ryou

i1k Erings Curds, Love, Trazspazest, Ta
#orl & Amgsaistazes Cands, Now h:‘zh.,
Arthcles, be. Fineat

Mow tiamae, Premiun
Bazmple Boek of Vidlthag & Hidden Numa
Carda, [ [ —
=y CARD CO., CALIE, OUIG.

19032 2= CARDS
FREE r AGENTS

BOTBKNOLD SOVELTY WORKS, Chileage, 1l , or Ealfals, X. Y.
Add a.

Oranine Cards, with Apr's Bz sefis & Suest
ALLECENTI.BUCKEYR.
Flad thin knifo euts loose & pe exk
Unitarl p 4
FREE- Johuson, 3000 Locust St., St, Louls, Mo.

PENSION BLANKS.

Official Forms for Use of At=
torneys and Agents at Low
Prices.

We are prepared to furnish the followe
ing biank forms upon application:

1. Declaration for Invalid Pension, Act
of June 27, 1800, "

2. Declaration for Guardian of Chils
dren Under 16 Years of Age. -

3. Declaration for Original Pension of |
a Widow.

4. Declaration
Rolls.

3. Power of Attorney. !

6. Articles of Agreement.

7. Declaratipn for Increase of Invalid
Pension.

8. Declaration for Original Invalid Pen-
sion, under Act of July 14, 1862 }
9. Declaration for Dependent Mother's

Pension, Act of June 27, 1800,
10, Declaration for Dependent Father's
Pension, Act of June 27, 1840, |

11. Power of Attorney and Articles of |
Agreement combined. .

12. Declaration for a Rerating of an In- |
valid Pension.

13. Declaration for Inerease of Invalid
Pension, Act of June 27, 15800, and May 9,
1900. t

14. Declaration for Widow's Claim for |
Pension, Act of June 27, 1800, and May §, '
1000.
15.
16.

for Restoration to the

Large General Afdavits.
Small General Amdavits,
17. Physician’s Affidavits. '
18. Acerned Widows.
In ordering please order by number,
These blanks are all according to the
form authorized by the Commissioner of
Pensions, and are printed on_good paper.
They will be sent by mail to any ad-
dress, postpaid, at the rate of 10 eenl:l&ir)f
dozen, 63 cents per 100, or $5 per 1,
assorted. Lots of 1,000 or riwre by q.[

. TAE NSATIONAL TRIFUNE. :

CARD
@“m&uh‘mmd— D-:vl.ﬂt
pine Confedernte mone 2We.
%m‘r&m (!I-..D.'..Buhr{ Tum Ga.
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